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Fostering New Discoveries in Libraries and Legacy Collections

about Thailand's Cultural Heritage

Paul Michael Taylor1
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Abstract

This paper discusses some ways to carry out collection-based research on Thailand’s cultural
history. It provides some recent examples showing how the study of archives and legacy museum
collections can lead to the discovery of new, previously unknown information, or to identifying manuscripts
or objects of great (though previously unrecognized) value. The author primarily uses examples from the
Smithsonian Institution’s Thai collection, including royal gifts from Thai monarchs; and from the
Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress — institutions located in Washington, D.C. Finally, this
paper briefly surveys fellowship and internship information for students or faculty who may want to visit for

scholarly studies, and hopefully for further discoveries of their own.

Keywords: Collections-based research, museum studies, archival research, research fellowships,

History of Thailand, Smithsonian Institution.

! Ph.D. Director, Asian Cultural History Program, Department of Anthropology, Smithsonian Institution, USA. Email: taylorp@si.edu
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| appreciate the invitation from the editor of the TLA Research Journal to briefly survey some
library, archival, and other collections-based resources at the Smithsonian Institution about Thailand, and
outline some ways to fine new information from them. While the holdings of the Smithsonian Libraries are
visible through widely known databases such as WorldCat OCLC, those holdings as well as many of our

archival holdings can also be found through our local “SIRIS” catalog, found at www.siris.si.edu

My goal here is not to describe these well-known means of finding out about the Smithsonian
holdings, but rather it is to encourage “new discoveries” within the collections of our libraries and
museums, by looking at these collections and archives in productive ways — specifically for the study of
Asian, especially Thai, cultural history. Recognizing that libraries also often comprise archives of
manuscripts and other media, | include some examples from archives as well, including the Manuscript
Division of the Library of Congress. Recognizing that readers of this journal frequently interact with
students and faculty looking for good research opportunities, | also conclude by briefly surveying some of
the scholarships, grants, fellowships, and internships that allow Thai and other scholars to visit the

Smithsonian or other American institutions or collections, for their own research projects.

| should begin by briefly surveying the Smithsonian’s resources for the study of Thailand —
especially the Thai ethnographic or “ethnology” collections, which include about 2,000 Thai royal gifts to
the USA (see especially McQuail 1997). | am honored to have been the curator of that collection since |
first joined the Smithsonian in 1981. | hope also to convey here, to the readers of this newsletter, that
there are many opportunities for students and other individuals to find out more about Smithsonian
resources on Thailand’s heritage, and even to become directly involved in the Smithsonian’s programs for
research and study of this topic through fellowships, internships, and in other ways. We have large
ethnographic collections from Thailand that are not royal gifts as well, largely from individual donations or
from scientific expeditions, including those by the American naturalist collector William Louis Abbott
(1860-1936), who also left extensive correspondence and field notes within various Smithsonian archives

(Taylor, 2014; Taylor, 2015a; Taylor, 2019b; Taylor, in press).

Our Thai royal gifts, certainly a national treasure for the United States, has received a lot of
attention especially since 1982 when, as part of our celebrations of that year’s bicentennial of the Chakri

Dynasty, a group of American friends of Thailand set up the Smithsonian’s “Heritage of Thailand Project”


http://www.siris.si.edu/
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for which | have served as project director since its inception. In that year, | had the honor of putting
together the Smithsonian’s first self-standing exhibition of Thailand’s Royal Gifts to the United States of
America, held as part of the bicentennial celebrations. Our 1982 exhibit was opened at the National
Museum of Natural History by His Eminence the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand (Bekker, 1983). For the
occasion, a group of American donors who had lived in Thailand set up a Smithsonian gift fund, the
“Heritage of Thailand Fund,” into which many others contributed in subsequent years, leading to

numerous other initiatives and major collection improvements.

Yet in doing research for that exhibition, it became clear to me, first, that there was a long history
of including Thai royal gifts within previous displays and exhibitions on various topics at the Smithsonian.
It also became clear that our Thai collections had many urgent needs. At that time most of the Thai
collections were stored in rather crowded conditions within the Natural History Museum. Though the
objects and artworks were magnificent, we recognized that these and other “ethnographic” collections
needed substantial re-housing and extensive conservation work. This became possible as the
Smithsonian decided to build a new up-to-date temperature- and humidity-controlled building for storage
and research on collections, the “Smithsonian Museum Support Center’ (“MSC”) located in Suitland,
Maryland. Quietly — and very “behind the scenes” away from public or visible parts of the downtown
Museum — we undertook a careful but massive move and re-installation of all our Thai (and other)
collections over a period of many years, to that new collection storage facility.1 In the course of that
complex move, we carried out a systematic “re-housing” of our all our Thai collections (not just the royal
gifts), which entailed stabilizing fragile materials by creating storage containers or mounts for the
individual objects, alongside other means of assuring they would best be preserved. In addition, as part of
that move, a barcode label was assigned to each object, often supplementing old 19th-century handwritten

labels that had been affixed to items when they were initially acquired and cataloged for the first time.

! The Voice of America recently aired a tour of the Smithsonian’s Thai royal gift collections as they are currently stored at the
Museum Support Center: hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kX2ItEgmz4&t=0s&index=18&list=PL__mMoD16eH3np-
sZHH O6dtcGEkXbB83



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kX2ItEgmz4&t=0s&index=18&list=PL__mMoD16eH3np-sZHH_O6dtcGEkXbB83
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kX2ItEgmz4&t=0s&index=18&list=PL__mMoD16eH3np-sZHH_O6dtcGEkXbB83
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Figure 1. In November 2018 | was honored to host a group of distinguished visitors from Bangkok’s King
Prajadhipok Museum and from the Queen Sirikit Museum of Textiles, some of whom are seen here

examining the Smithsonian collections in storage at MSC in Suitland, Maryland. Photo: Trevor Hlynski.
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Figure 2. Another recent visit at the Smithsonian’s Museum Support Center (MSC) in Suitland, Maryland,
for Department of State Desk Officers and personnel working with Southeast Asia, kindly organized by
the State Department’'s Desk Officer for Thailand, Scott Sanford (center-right, with green tie). Paul Taylor
at far left. (December 2018.) Photo: Trevor Hlynski.
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Figure 3. “Behind-the-scenes”: a tour of the Smithsonian’s 19th-century royal gift khon masks in storage

(Suitland, Maryland, December 2018). Photo: Trevor Hlynski.

One very important added effort in that intensive work as we moved our collection — the new
recording of data as part of this move — has proven to be invaluable for subsequent research, which
continues today and is far from complete. We created a digital database of information about the
collections that were moved to the new up-to-date storage location. The database was made in two ways
— or we can say that it consists of two kinds of data. Juxtaposing these two kinds of information presents
numerous puzzles which are opportunities for researchers to sort out today. First, as noted above, the
objects themselves were assigned barcodes and each object's location (along with other information

about it) was recorded as the move took place. That included the object’s catalog number (which itself is

6



MIRNTIY aumuﬁaamgmm\iﬂizmﬂvlﬂm 99 13 21109 2 n.9.-5.9. 2563

the key to the original information about each object, where it came from, and any subsequent research
or activity such as conservation treatment or being loaned for exhibit). Secondly, the original information
from our catalogs was separately being digitized and recorded. Thus information about each object as
recorded in the catalog was available in the database — this was done from the paper catalogs directly
rather than from the objects as they were moved. In a very old, so-called “legacy” collection like that of
the Smithsonian, there had been numerous “layers” of cataloging and recording of information, and in a
small percentage of cases, various problems occurred that we are now challenged to sort out. For
example, the original label would sometimes have fallen off an object so that same object might not have
a visible catalog number on it. In such a case, in the course of the move to the new storage facility, that
object would be given a so-called “T-number” or temporary number (since its proper catalog number is
not known). Sometimes small parts of an object had fallen off over the past century, and it was no longer
clear to which object that part belonged. These pieces were also carefully preserved and given T-
numbers, now stored at MSC like missing puzzle pieces awaiting attention. So even in the most well-
cared-for historic collections, with so many thousands of objects, visitors are sometimes surprised to
discover that there is surprisingly lots of work still to be done, and many discoveries about Thailand’'s

heritage still await.

Extensive research work and publication on our Thai royal gifts (and other Thai collections) was
done in the 1990s and early 2000s. In 1997 we published the book which is still today the preeminent
source of information about our Thai royal gifts, Lisa McQuail’s Treasures of Two Nations: Thai Royal Gifts
to the United States of America, published with support from the Royal Thai Embassy. That book was the
basis for an online exhibition launched at Bangkok’s Siam Society in 2000, revised in 2018 and soon to

be available on the Siam Society’s website in both English and Thai."

Many other publications have recently been issued on the Washington-area collections from
Thailand at the Smithsonian and the Library of Congress, including those for which | served as author in
several recent issues of the Journal of the Siam Society (Taylor, 2014; Taylor, 2015; Taylor, 2017; Taylor,

2018; Taylor, 2019).2 These will illustrate the fact that research on and reinterpretation of these collections

For anyone interested in these publications, they can be downloaded (free of charge) from the “Papers” section of this author’s

“academia” site: https://si.academia.edu/PaulMichaelTaylor
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is on-going and productive, with much work remaining to be done. | would like therefore to acknowledge
recent interns, research fellows, volunteers, and visiting scholars from Thailand who (along with those
from the USA and other countries) have been an essential part of all our activities within the

Smithsonian’s Heritage of Thailand Project.

Sometimes people ask me how | can (or other scholars can) make new “discoveries” in
collections that have been in Washington for a long time, easily available to scholars. The basic
answer is: Look at them carefully, think about them, and check what you see against the known

and previously published facts.

The year 2018, for example, was a very good year for new discoveries about Thailand in the
collections of the Smithsonian and the Library of Congress. An article in the 2018 volume of the Journal
of the Siam Society published for the first time some never-before-known royal correspondence of HM
King Mongkut, Rama IV, which | had been fortunate to find among archival papers at the Library of
Congres.s.3 Who would expect that such original letters might turn up within a collection in Washington? In
fact, when | found them | naturally presumed they were previously published but | set the topic aside until
later, when | took the time to actually check all the standard compendia of King Mongkut's English-
language correspondence. They were not present; and through the Siam Society in Bangkok, | circulated
copies to prominent historians who confirmed these documents were original, and unknown. Furthermore,
as | wrote in that article, | realized several of the Royal Seals used on those letters had never been
included within standard compendia of the Royal Seals of the Chakri dynasty. Historians already knew
that some Royal Seals were created and used only for royal correspondence to specific foreign countries;
probably these were not included in the standard compendia because the letters having those Royal

Seals had been sent outside of Thailand where those compendia were compiled.

¢ Taylor, Paul Michael. (2018). Newly Discovered Correspondence (1853-1868) from King Mongkut, Rama IV, and from Phra
Pinklao, to Sir John Bowring and his son Edgar Bowring. Journal of the Siam Society 106:1-44 [& Contributor information, p. 337].

8
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Figure 4. First page of a 7-page letter dated 4 September 1857 from HM King Mongkut, Rama 1V, to Sir
John Bowring, recently discovered at the Library of Congress and published in 2018. Photo: Dr. Robert

Pontsioen.
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Figure 5. A close-up detail of the seal of HM King Mongkut, Rama IV, from p. 7 of the letter shown in
Figure 4, recently discovered published in 2018. “Mongkut” means “crown,” and his seal (which he
designed himself) depicts a Thai crown on a pedestal, with tiered umbrellas at each side, along with
decorative motifs rising at the sides above pedestals with lotus-leaf bases, and with a burst of rays from

the top of the crown’s spire. Photo: Dr. Robert Pontsioen.

10
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Also in 2018, another paper in the journal Arts of Asia presented various other new discoveries
from Washington collections, thanks to our on-going research. For example, we had published in
McQuail’'s 1997 book the photograph of a painted plaster bust of HM King Mongkut given in 1876 by HM
King Chulalongkorn, Rama V, to the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition (Figure 6). Separately,
photographs of that exposition had also been published (including the one shown in Figure 7), where
apparently the same bust of King Mongkut is shown among items on display in Philadelphia in 1876 (see
detail/close-up, Figure 8). Remember our basic method: Look at them carefully, think about them, and
check what you see against the known and previously published facts. Do you also notice something
unusual? If it is the same sculpture, it was unpainted when displayed in 1876 but it is painted now.
Checking all historic records, | found there was no second sculpture recorded in 1876, only one. We do
know that a painted plaster sculpture of HM King Mongkut from this time period is still displayed in the
Diamond Hall of Wat Bowon in Bangkok — so possibly the Smithsonian’s painted bust of King Mongkut
did arrive from Bangkok already painted (like the one at Wat Bowon) but never got recorded — but then,
in that case, what ever happened to the unpainted one that was on display? Also, comparing this to the
statue at Wat Bowon, the colors on the Smithsonian bust do not seem right. We recently located new
relevant information, quite “buried” deep within the Smithsonian’s Annual Report for the fiscal year ending
in July 1889. During that year the museum assigned a “Colorist,” A. Zeno Schindler, who also served as
a photographer, to paint the plaster casts of fish. Yet | was surprised to discover that, according to his
annual report of activities, he also did some work for the Ethnological Department: “Life-size busts of the
King of Siam, King Kalakaua of the Sandwich Islands and Miss Fairchild, have also been painted” — that
year’s report (mostly about his painting of fish casts) dryly adds(!). This seems conclusive evidence that
the painted sculpture illustrated in Fig. 6 was received unpainted as a Royal Gift of HM King
Chulalongkorn in 1876, then given an American “colorist’'s” makeover in 1888 or 1889 — certainly not a
museum policy that would be followed today. This is one of many such interesting new discoveries about

our collections reported in the 2018 article in the journal Arts ofAsia.4 Research of this kind continues.

N Taylor, Paul Michael. (2018) Reinterpreting King Chulalongkorn's Royal Gift of Theatrical Images at Philadelphia's 1876
Centennial Exposition. Arts of Asia 48(3):114-124 (May-June 2018).
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Figure 6. Bust of HM King Mongkut, Rama IV. Copper plating, plaster and paint. Gift of HM King
Chulalongkorn. 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exposition. Smithsonian Ethnology Catalog no. E274309.
Height 80.1 cm, width at shoulders 50.6 cm, depth of base 20.6 cm

12
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Figure 7. Archival photograph of an interior view of the Siamese Pavilion, Philadelphia Centennial
Exposition, 1876. Note the central bust of King Mongkut, along with khon masks and other Thai displays.

(The blurred area at top centre results from physical damage to the photograph's surface.)
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Figure 8. Detail of Figure 7, showing the bust of HM King Mongkut, Rama 1V, on display in Philadelphia in
1876.

Also reported in that same paper was the recent rediscovery of a very large Royal Seal (Coat of
Arms) of HM King Chulalongkorn, which had not been located when we did our 1997 book. This “Royal
Seal” or Coat of Arms (Figure 9) was in the “oversize pod” of the Smithsonian’s Suitland, Maryland,

storage facility among “oversize” boats and palanquins from many countries, far from the main Thai
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collection storage. After the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition closed, this Coat of Arms (approximately
1.3 x 1.3 m), made of lacquered wood with layers of gilding, was among objects transferred to the
Smithsonian. However, due to its large size it was stored separately in an asbestos contaminated attic—
until moved, as part of a general move and asbestos decontamination project in the 1990s, to the top
level of the “oversize” pod in Suitland. | arranged in 2017 for a forklift truck to bring it to ground level

where it was photographed for the first time since 1876, then published in 2018 in Arts of Asia.

E27438

Figure 9. “Royal Seal” (Coat of Arms) of HM King Chulalongkorn, 1876. Wood, gold, gilding, lacquer and
paint. Gift of King Chulalongkorn to the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition. Catalog no. E27388.
Height 137 cm, width 130 cm, depth 21 cm. Photographed in 2017 for the first time since 1876, and

published in 2018 in Arts of Asia v. 48 no. 3 (see fuller description there). Photo: Jim Di Loreto.
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Figure 10. King Chulalongkorn’s Royal Seal (Coat of Arms), seen in storage at the Smithsonian’s oversize

storage pod in Suitland, Maryland. Brought out of storage for viewing by our distinguished visitors from
the King Prajadhipok Museum and the Queen Sirikit Museum of Textiles, Bangkok, accompanied by
Minister Sethapan Krajangwongs of Washington’s Royal Thai Embassy (6th from left). Photo: Trevor

Hlynski.

We also have an active loan program, and sometimes in conjunction with exhibitions elsewhere,

researchers add important new information about our collection based on their own research. This was
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recently the case with our Smithsonian loan of historic Thai royal gifts of khon theater masks to the Asian
Art Museum of San Francisco. The excellent catalog of that exhibition, instead of merely showing photos
of the borrowed royal gifts with captions, includes substantial new interpretive and historical research on
the objects selected for the loan, greatly adding to worldwide scholarship about Thailand and about the

Ramayana tradition and its artistic forms in Asia.5

Most examples of “discoveries” made through incorporating archival studies into research on
traditional crafts or artworks in legacy museum collections are less dramatic than the royal seal example
above, but may be no less scientifically important. Recognizing that libraries are often associated with
archives, | include here several examples of archival findings that have helped me understand the
ethnographic materials assembled for the Smithsonian by an important American “naturalist” collector
(that is, a collector of natural history specimens including ethnographic artifacts as well as biological
collections), William Louis Abbott (1860-1935). Abbott was by far the Smithsonian’s most prolific collector
of Indonesian and Malaysian artifacts (Taylor, 2002; Taylor and Hamilton, 1993; and examples in Taylor
and Aragon, 1991), and a major collector of ethnographic and biological specimens (mostly mammals and
birds) from every region in which he traveled. These examples are a few of those | have described in
studies of his vast collections by our Smithsonian research team (see Taylor, 2002; Taylor, 2014; Taylor,
2015a; Taylor,2015b; Taylor,2016; Taylor,2017; Taylor,2018a; Taylor,2018b; Taylor,2019b; Taylor,2020;
Taylor and Koller 2018).

° The Rama Epic: Hero, Heroine, Ally, Foe. (2016). Edited by Forrest McGill. San Francisco: Asian Art Museum.
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A, Abtrze

Figure 11. William Louis Abbott (1860-1936). National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution.
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Yet the only publication Abbott himself authored about his lifelong series of collecting expeditions
is an article on his ethnographic collections from East Africa (1887-89) within the Smithsonian’s annual
report for 1892. That publication (Abbott 1892) included a catalogue of 247 objects collected, grouped into
categories such as “Dress and Adornment,” “Architectural Objects and Furniture,” “Culinary Utensils,”
et cetera. Thirteen objects were illustrated by line drawings within the catalogue. Abbott never prepared
such a catalogue for any of his biological collections, nor for his ethnographic collections from any other

place.

As a result, the Smithsonian’s ethnographic collection contains large still-unpublished collections
assembled by Abbott in South, Southeast, and Central Asia, as well as East Africa and Madagascar, and
a few other places. In writing about this material, | have found that careful attention to archival information
has been essential to understanding the legacy collections he left behind. This led me, in fact, to
postpone much of the ethnographic collection study until after | had transcribed a large body of Abbott’s
field notes and correspondence stored in several Smithsonian repositories. Each subsequent article
about various collections draws upon this archival research on Abbott’'s widely scattered correspondence
and notes (see Taylor in press), primarily with his family and with Smithsonian officials, regarding his
lifelong series of expeditions which began in East Africa, and continued in Madagascar and other Indian
Ocean islands then Central Asia before he first arrived in Southeast Asia and began his longest period of
explorations there. Abbott’s collecting was entirely self-financed, since at the age of 26 Abbott received a
large inheritance upon the death of his father (1886). His papers are now found in the Smithsonian’s
National Anthropological Archives, and in the separate Smithsonian Archives, as well as in field records
stored in the Smithsonian’s Mammals Library and its Botany Library; all four of these repositories contain

material relating to his ethnographic collections.

One important area of findings within these archival documents has been a much better
understanding of Abbott’'s reasons for selecting the localities where he chose to collect, the types of
objects he found important to send back to the museum, and the kinds of data that he should record
about them. There is ample evidence there, for example, to better understand the centrality of the
concept of evolution within the nineteenth-century naturalist collector’s decision-making about collecting.

Abbott understood that the ethnographic objects he collected should be sent to a museum for
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comparative study and classification that would inform the understanding of the evolution of human
societies from most primitive to most advanced, just as the animal and plant specimens would inform

taxonomists about the evolution of the various species (see e.g. Taylor, 2014; Taylor,2016).

Besides gaining a better understanding of his collecting philosophy and biases, another reason
for beginning any study of these collections with a study of Abbott's archival correspondence and
documents is that very often information there supplements or corrects information directly associated
with the collection such as original object labels. Substantially more context to these collections is
provided by considering the entirety of Abbott’s archival documents, including those written long after he
left Madagascar. These can indicate collecting biases and reasons for the selection of items he collected,
and provide Abbott’'s comments about collections sent to Smithsonian scientists who are working on them
sometimes many years after they were received. For example, in a September 3, 1895 letter to
anthropologist Otis Mason sent from Bombay (Fig. 12), Abbott writes of his Madagascar collections,
“every sort of mat is included that | observed among the East Coast tribes. It is remarkable what a lot of
mats etc. a Malagasy uses about his (or her) house. They have names for every vanity, + every slight
variation of pattern.” The difficult-to-read handwriting in this sample letter will also indicate the time-
consuming but important role of properly transcribing such documents as part of the study of this

collection.
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Figure 12. Letter, W.L. Abbott to Smithsonian anthropologist Otis T. Mason, September 3, 1895.

Smithsonian Institution Archives.
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Along with that letter from Bombay, as noted in Taylor, P.M.(2015b), Abbott sent one of his
many sketches of uncollected ethnographic objects that he observed (see Fig. 13), this one from the east
coast of Madagascar. In this case his archival sketch of an uncollected object effectively adds to our

understanding of the material culture of the Madagascar ethnic groups whose artifacts he was collecting:

| enclose a sketch of the most primitive still that can be imagined. | hope you can understand the
drawing. | am a bad artist. The still although so primitive was very effective & kept the population of the

village in a state of semi-intoxication.

Figure 13. Abbott's sketch of an uncollected Malagasy “primitive still.” September 3, 1895.
Smithsonian Institution Archives. (From: Taylor, 2015b:37)
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A final example of how the comprehensive search for archival documents can help inform
analysis of individual craft objects in legacy collections comes from my study of a small but important
early collection of artifacts Abbott brought from his visits to the “Chow pah” or Maniq Negrito tribal people
in the Trang-Patthalung border highlands area of Thailand. Abbott’s is one of the earliest recorded visits
to this small but distinctive Negrito population in southern Thailand, few collections or even observations
are known from this group. One object Abbott collected is a now very fragile and damaged net consisting
of plant-fiber netting strung between two wooden poles. Due to its current fragility this net can no longer
be expanded for photography into a shape like that of its original likely use. Nevertheless, the net as it
looks now in storage can be seen in Figure 14. Though no original label hand-written by Abbot survives
on this net, the shipping papers for the entire shipment, now among accession records in the Smithsonian
Institution Archives, include an undated piece of paper written in Abbott’'s handwriting, completely out of
context among the shipping invoices with which it apparently got stored upon the shipment’s arrival. The
notes on this paper surely refer to this net, the only net we know of that Abbott collected anywhere in
Trang (Thailand), from which he shipped the collection. The entire text on that page, containing

information completely unavailable from any other source about this tribal people, reads as follows:

Net used in fishing & also for catching birds. When used for birds, a decoy tame bird is used —
Forest partridges etc. & the nets (4 or 5) stood up around this decoys cage. The nets stand so they will fall
easily. The wild birds come up to interview or fight the captive & run or fly against the nets & get entangled.

Used in fishing by standing them up in shallows & driving the fish towards them. — Trong. Malay Peninsula.
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Figure 14. “Chow pah” net used both for fishing and for catching birds. Length of wooden poles: approx.

101 cm. Collected by W.L. Abbott, 1899. Catalog number E202850. (Taylor, 2015a:178)

This concluding example well illustrates that archival scraps of paper, sometime found in the
unlikeliest places, can be filled with clues that help us decode and bring life to our legacy museum

collections of crafts and other material culture.
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All the Smithsonian’s research and publication efforts have been strongly supported by teamwork,
with much dedicated assistance of volunteer researchers, pre-doctoral and post-doctoral fellows, and
student interns, as well as visiting researchers from our international partner museums in Thailand and

elsewhere.

It is very relevant, therefore, to call attention to the Smithsonian’s fellowship program which is
highly competitive, but which has had successful applicants from Thailand and we would welcome
additional qualified applicants with good proposed research topics. The Smithsonian’s Office of
Fellowships and Internships (OFI) manages many kinds of both internships and fellowships, which can be

viewed at their website: https://www.si.edu/ofi Perhaps it is a coincidence that the Director of that office,

Dr. Eric Woodard, lived in Thailand and speaks Thai. Unpaid fellowships and internships can start
anytime if a relevant project gets worked out with the Smithsonian staff member and that office. Paid
fellowships and some paid internships are competitive and generally follow an annual cycle of application

deadlines specific to each field, as explained at that website.

Many American Universities also have their own funds to support undergraduate internships, or
graduate student research projects, at other institutions (beyond the university) during the summers.
Students can ask at their own schools about such summer internships, for which they may apply to their
own school for funding. In some cases, the student and the relevant Smithsonian staff member may
develop a project to carry out together over the summer, and the student applies within his or her own
university for funding to carry out that project at the Smithsonian. This has been one effective way that
undergraduate interns have been able to help carry out library research or collection improvement

projects in Washington in the summer.
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Figure 15. Paul Taylor (right) working with Northwestern University ethnomusicology student intern Tyler
Kramlich (left), whose family lives in Chiang Mai. They are examining an elongated hand drum (song na)
given by HM King Chulalongkorn to the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exposition. This drum was
described in a publication in the Journal of the Siam Society (Taylor and Smith, 2017).

Graduate students and postdoctoral scholars can apply for more advanced fellowships to carry
out research projects of their own or as part of a team. The Smithsonian itself has a highly competitive
fellowship program as noted above, and we also host recipients of many other kinds of fellowships
including the Fulbright Program (for which Thai scholars apply within Thailand):

http://www.fulbrightthai.org/programs/fulbright/ Note that the Fulbright program also supports Thai scholars

at many other kinds of American host institutions, including universities and other museums.
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| have discussed above my own area of curatorial work, the so-called “ethnology” collections from
Thailand of the Smithsonian’s anthropology department. But there are many other parts of the
Smithsonian with resources for the study of Thailand, with other staff responsible for them. For example,
the same anthropology department has a collection of historic film footage (Human Studies Film Archive),
and manuscripts and photographs (National Anthropological Archives). The Freer Gallery of Art and the
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery (together forming the National Museum of Asian Art) have extensive collections
of Thai art. The National Museum of American History not only houses some collections relating to the
diplomatic history of U.S. relations with Thailand, but also the Smithsonian’s numismatic collections
including Thai currency. The biology departments of the Smithsonian have extensive collections of Thai
animal and plant specimens, while the Smithsonian Institution Libraries and the Smithsonian Archives
have Thai books and manuscripts. The National Postal Museum has stamp collections from Thailand;

while the Air and Space Museum maintains collections about the history of aviation throughout Asia.

It is not surprising that there is a vast number of opportunities for studies relating to Thailand
considering the range of the Smithsonian’s activities. In fact, it is good that Thai students and scholars
become aware of opportunities -- not just for the study of Thailand but of many subject-matters, from
astrophysics to zoology. Many people know that the Smithsonian Institution (not “Institute” as it is
sometimes mistakenly called) is the world’s largest museum, education, and research complex. It has 19
museums and galleries as well as the National Zoological Park. In fiscal year 2018 it received about $1
billion in federal funding, in addition to private donations and endowments and revenue from its
Smithsonian Enterprises (magazines, shops, restaurants, etc.). In 2017, there were almost 30 million visits
to its museums, and as visitors know all the museums are free (no admission charge). The general
overview of the Smithsonian at www.si.edu is a good place for anyone to start looking for resources or

opportunities for study in his or her own field.

Paul Michael Taylor, a research anthropologist at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History,
is director of that museum’s Asian Cultural History Program, and serves as Curator of Asian, European,
and Middle Eastern Ethnology. He is the author of humerous books, scholarly articles, and online works
about the ethnobiology, ethnography, art and material culture of Asia, and about the history of museums

and anthropology. https://si.academia.edu/PaulMichaelTaylor. Contact: taylorp@si.edu
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Abstract

The research aimed to investigate the factors influencing information literacy, to evaluate
information literacy, and to analyze the influence of the factors affecting the information literacy of
undergraduate students at Rajamangala University of Technology Phra Nakhon. The quantitative research
method was employed to collect data by questionnaires and tests. The samples were 540 undergraduate
students of Rajamangala University of Technology Phra Nakorn selected by quota random sampling. The
data were analyzed using percentage, mean, and standard deviation and tested the hypothesis by Enter
Multiple Regression Analysis. The results revealed that the opinions of undergraduate students about the
GE2400101: Information Literacy and Research and the Academic Resources and Information Technology
Center were at a high level (Y: 4.47, X= 4.25). The students also had self-direct learning at a high level
(§= 4.01) and information literacy at a moderate level (§= 3.62). However, the results of testing a multiple
linear regression model of two variables show that GE2400101: Information Literacy and Research (X;) and
self-directed learning (X,) were able to explain 67% (R> =.067) of the total variances in the students’
information literacy. When considering each variable, self-directed learning (b = -.875) got more influencing
the students’ information literacy than GE2040101: Information Literacy and Research (b = .571) at a

statistically significant level of .05, but in a negative direction.

Keywords: Influence factors, Information literacy, Undergraduate students, Self-directed learning
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the usage behavior of users in Thai academic libraries.
Quantitative method was used and data collection was done by purposive sampling with 527 respondents
who were lecturers and students from 4 university libraries by questionnaire. Results found that: E-book
usage of users of Information sources were search engine while university libraries mostly interdisciplinary
e-book database, e-book types was e-textbooks, e-books contents was mostly science and technology,
e-book languages was mostly English, searching methods was mostly searching by themselves manually,
devices for e-book was mostly smartphone, and e-book formats was mostly pdf file. E-books usage
problems found that e- book acquisition at a medium level, e-book storage and organization at a medium
level, e-book access and retrieval at a medium level, and e-book promotion at a medium level. E-books
requirement found that e-book policy and acquisition at a high level, e-book storage and organization at a

high level, e-book access and retrieval at a high level, and e-book services at a high level.

Keywords: Electronic Book. E-book Usage. Academic Libraries
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Abstract

The library is responsible for storing and providing information which is an important asset.
Therefore, data security is a library mission. The purpose of this research was to study the condition and
problems of information security systems according to "Government Information Security Policy and Practice
Guidelines 2010" of academic libraries using qualitative research methods Data were collected using
interview forms from 11 key informants related to the information systems of seven academic libraries
selected by specific sampling method. The result of the research shows that the public university libraries
focus on the security of information systems by following the 11 policies and guidelines that have a variety
of perceptions and operations, depending on the management and resources, both manpower and Budget.
The encountered problems of this mission are the use of robotics software and illegal software, unstable
electrical systems, risk of violating personal information, and budget shortage. The results of this research

will be used to create research tools for the next phase of research.

Abstract Information systems security, Academic library, data security, library technology

1An article in the research project “Need Assessments of Information Systems Security of Public Academic Universities” funded from the Faculty
of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University, fiscal year 2020

?Associate Professor, Information Studies Program, Faculty of Humanities, Srinakharinwirot University, E-mail: walta@g.swu.ac.th
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