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Abstract

The study entitled “The Status and Roles of Bhikkhuni in Theravada
Buddhism of the Thai Sangha” consisted of the following objectives: 1) to investigate
the background of Theravada Bhikkhuni in Buddhism; 2) to analyze the attitudes
toward the existence of Theravada Bhikkhuni; and 3) to explore the attitudes of Thai
Sangha toward the existence of Theravada Bhikkhuni. The obtained data were
synthesized and interpreted by integrating egal principles related to Thai Theravada
Bhikkhuni. The Thai Tipitaka was used as the primary source for the study, and
documents, academic papers, books, textbooks, and related research works served
as secondary sources for the data collection. A combination of descriptive and
inductive methods was used to analyze the data. From the study, the following
results are found: 1) The background of Theravada Bhikkhuni in Buddhism is found as
follows: women were excluded and rejected from getting ordained in the religion in
ancient Jambudvipa society due to traditional values, but the Buddha allowed
women of all castes to ordain in Buddhism without any limitations. This gave rise to
the first Bhikkhuni, Mahapajapatt Gotamt Therl. 2) From analyzing the attitudes
toward the existence of Theravada Bhikkhuni, it is found that Theravada Bhikkhunis
have disappeared from Jambudvipa and Lanka, and without any evidence of any
Bhikkhuni in Thailand. There have been attempts in Theravada Buddhist countries,
particularly Thailand, which is recognized internationally as the of Buddhism today,
to revive Bhikkhuni. However, the movement is a minority, and the general public
does not see the need for Bhikkhuni because it has never existed in the past. 3) The
attitudes of the Thai Sangha toward the existence of Theravada Bhikkhuni found that
the Thai Sangha rejects the revival of Bhikkhuni by prohibiting women from being
ordained by foreign Theravada monks. Although there have been calls for rights in
getting ordained as Bhikkhuni by adhering to the Vinaya (discipline) and international
laws, nothing has come into effect.

Keyword: Bhikkhuni in Theravada, Status and Roles, Thai Sangha
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