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Abstract

This academic article, Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva: Patterns of Paramita in
Buddhist Narratives, aims to examine narrative representations of paramita
(perfections) in Buddhism through the case study of Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva within
the Mahayana tradition. Employing documentary research methodology, the study
analyzes key textual sources, particularly the Ksiticarbha Bodhisattva
Purvapranidhana Sutra, along with related Theravada and Mahayana scholarly works.
The analytical framework integrates narrative theory with Buddhist concepts of
paramita. The findings indicate that Buddhist narratives function as an essential
medium for conveying ethical values and the Bodhisattva ideal. The accumulation of
paramita is presented across multiple realms of existence-human, animal, and
divine-each illustrating distinct dimensions of moral cultivation, including compassion,
patience, determination, and wisdom. In the case of Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva, the
narratives emphasize his great vow to liberate all sentient beings, especially those
suffering in hell realms, prior to attaining Buddhahood. This reflects the Mahayana
emphasis on altruistic liberation grounded in both great compassion and profound
wisdom. The study concludes that the narratives of Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva are not
merely devotional literature but constitute a meaningful narrative structure that
reinforces ethical conduct, elucidates karmic principles, and articulates the ultimate
goal of Buddhism-the liberation of all beings from suffering.

Keywords: Paramita; Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva; Buddhist Narratives
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