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Abstract

This research article aims to: 1) examine Phuket Vocational College students’
personal factors; 2) examine their socio-economic factors; 3) examine their decisions
to study in vocational certificate programs; 4) compare the importance levels of the
personal factors influencing their decisions to study in vocational -certificate
programs; and 5) compare the importance levels of the socio-economic factors
influencing their decisions to study in vocational certificate programs. This
quantitative research involved a population and sample of 240 vocational certificate
students majoring in Home Economics, Food Industry, and Fashion and Textiles at
Phuket Vocational College in the first semester of the academic year 2025. The
sample was selected using stratified random sampling, classified by majors and grade
levels. The research instrument was a questionnaire with a reliability of .984.
Statistics for data analysis consisted of frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t-test, and one-way ANOVA. The study found that 1) The majority of the
students were female sophomores majoring in Food Industry, whose cumulative grade
point average (GPA) was between 3.01 and 3.50. 2) Most of the students’ parents were
general laborers whose average eamnings were between 10,001 and 15,000 baht per
month. Most of the students made their own decisions on their programs of study. 3)
Overall, the students attached considerable importance to deciding on a program of

study. Considering each aspect, the highest mean score was found in the college’s image,
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particularly its reputation for and expertise in home economics. 4) The students’ different
personal factors led to differences in their decisions on programs of study, which were
statistically significant at the 0.05 level, and 5) Also, the differences in the students’ socio-
economic factors resulted in their different decisions on programs of study, which were
statistically significant at the 0.05 level. Furthermore, the new knowledge from this
research indicates that the institution's image of professional expertise is the most
important mechanism in building confidence and attracting learners to decide to enroll.

Keywords: Decisions on Programs of Study; Students; Vocational Colleges; Vocational

Certificate Programs
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