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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) develop a practice package for analytical thinking
skills in basic economics subjects for first year associate degree students, Southern College of Finance,
Pakse, Lao People's Democratic Republic; and 2) investigate the result of using the practice package
for analytical thinking skills in basic economics subjects and compare the thinking skills within the
experimental group and between the experimental and the control groups. The samples of the
study were 30 first year associate degree students in the academic year 2022 at Southern College
of Finance, Pakse, Lao People's Democratic Repubilic, selected on a voluntary basis, randomly and
equally assigned to the experimental and the control groups. The research instrument was a test
on the analytical thinking skills in basic economics subjects. The data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics and t-test.

The research findings were as follows:

1. The practice package for analytical thinking skills in basic economics subjects for first year
associate degree students, Southern College of Finance, Pakse, Lao People's Democratic Republic has
three aspects of leaming outcomes: content analysis; relation analysis and principles analysis, all of which
consisted of 5 steps, namely: 1) questioning, 2) investigating and researching information, 3) making a
summary of body of knowledge, 4) presentation of knowledge and 5) application of knowledge. These
constituted 3 leamning units which were evaluated and the mean score was appropriate at a high level.

2. Analytical thinking skills in basic economics subjects of experimental group after experimental
were significantly different statistically at the .01 level.

3. Analytical thinking skills in basic economics subjects to experimental and control groups.

Differences are statistically significant at the .01 level.

Keywords: Analytical Thinking, a Package to Practice, Basic Economics Subjects
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