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ACCESSING POTENTIALS FOR EDUCATIONAL BIRDING ACTIVITY IN A MEDIUM-SIZED
URBAN UNIVERSITY: THE CASE STUDY OF DHURAKIJ PUNDIT UNIVERSITY
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Abstract

This study employs a qualitative methodology with two primary research objectives: 1) to collect
data on bird species in Dhurakij Pundit University (DPU) through field survey using standard birdwatching
gears over the period of five months, and 2) to conduct preliminary assessment of DPU, chosen as a case
for medium-size urban universities in Thailand, in conducting educational and beginner birdwatching
activities. For this study, an assessment framework was developed by referring to the main elements of
Thailand’ s Bird Watching Standards (Department of Tourism, 2021) as a basis. Additional inputs for
improving the assessment framework were obtained through content analysis of structured in-depth
interviews with a panel of experts in birdwatching activities. All experts were recruited through snowball
sampling method.

Results from the preliminary assessment indicate that Dhurakij Pundit University represents a viable
site for educational and beginner birdwatching activities, with its notable potential in the area of site
accessibility, supporting facilities, as well as site security and safety management. In terms of natural
elements, DPU has plenty of well-design green spaces that are suitable for bird habitat. This allow the
university to become home to 36 bird species, fulfilling the minimum requirement for educational
birdwatching as proposed by the expert panel. On the other hand, the results also underscore the necessity
for improvement in the area of activity design and nature interpretation skills of bird leaders. Finally, it is
recommended that the university provides supports in forming an organization pertaining to birdwatching

and other conservation-related activities as part of the Green University Policy.

Keywords: Bird, Birding activity, Potentials, Green space, University, Urban
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M1919% 2 wanssefertiauninunelunuiunine degsiatuding seninuseuNnsIeg - ngunAN 2567

Sesdruardddeyaaniuzvesunaunilidedionun “uniledlne” atuuTuuseln.e. 2561

R = unUsesndu (Resident)

W = unenenwlugaeggnu1i (Winter visitor)

anu Honwlneuazdosndin Hanaineranans douz  Uinadinuld  dwau
Uay adaiiny
1 uUnfnes Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala R 3,4,5 8
2 uﬂﬂéﬁaﬂimﬂ Green-billed Malkoha Rhopodytes tristis R 3 5
3 UNNLIIN Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceas R 1,3 8
4 UNWBUAA Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis R 171"’,1‘17’1’141‘7‘ 8
5  unusutu House Swift Apus affinis R Vit 8
6  uniis1wi Rock Pigeon Columba livia R 1,5,8,9, 10 8
7 unlng Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis R 1,5,8,9, 10 8
8 unwlvl Red Collared Dove Streptopelia tranquebarica R 1,5 8
9 UNLYIYIN Zebra Dove Geopelia striata R 1,5,8,9,10 8
10 unUamedaing Pink-necked Green-Pigeon Treron vernans R 3 4
11 unnIn White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus R 4,5 3
12 unnszlALALIR Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus R 1,5 7
13 up19ea Little Heron Butorides striata R/W 4 1
14 8n1 Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos R 1,5,8,9,10 8
15 uﬂ‘uﬁuuﬁw%aaﬁ’] Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis W 3,4,5 4
16 uﬂWiy”nl‘WLﬁﬂ Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus R 1,2,4 2
17 unduwsauausnm Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica R vt 8
18 UNWLILYINIIUAT Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus R 1,3,5 6
19 unduuuasgnem Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea w 3 1
20  unn1awudu Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis R Vit 8
21 umf‘?wm Asian Pied Starling Gracupica contra R 1,5 8
22 unilassaes Black-collared Starling Gracupica nigricollis R 1,5 8
23 um,gmaﬁm Common Myna Acridotheres Tristis R Vit 8
24 uﬂl,gmwau White-vented Myna Acrisotheres grandis R vhﬁuw 8
25 UNLBUNI Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus R 6 1
26 unNUsan&aIU Streak-eared Bulbul Pycnonotus blanfordi R 2,3,4,7 8
27 unUseantiing Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier R 3,4 8
28  uNNs¥IUFIIUAT Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius R 3,4 1
29 unﬂiz%ﬂ%ﬂaﬂmﬁa Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis W 3 8
30 undwuwau Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker — Dicaeum cruentatum R 1,2,4,8 7
31 unﬁuﬂﬁﬂaﬁﬂfwma Brown-throated Sunbird  Anthreptes malacensis R 1,2 5
32 unAuldenindes Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis R VVi’JﬁYuﬁ 8
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