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T he Road of Lost Innocence: the Power of
Narrative

Narumol Chantrasupawong"’

Abstract

The Road of Lost Innocence is translated from French language. It is about the life of
a Khmer woman Somaly Mam, once a prostitute who later became one of the activists fighting
sexual slavery. She was one of the founding members of an organization which has rescued,
rehabilitated and reintegrated thousands of women and children. She has also been the
recipient of several awards. The Road of Lost Innocence reveals the power of narrative. It matches
with the West’s expectation of the East (Cambodia) and the western cultural code. It also confirms

the ‘myth’ the West has about the East.
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TonaNuaze Snidliseiay (| was dark
and thin and very unattractive.) (Mam, 2013,
p. 2) wofidavanudogawiudlasazion Sewan
wwnsiniieniseategan (I got used to people
calling me all sorts of names, mostly insults....)
(Mam, 2013, p. 1) Mam U33818MIALHU
Fnvavise il

But with no parents or other family in the
village, | would sleep on my own in a hammock.
| really did live like a little savage. | slept here
or there, ate where | could. | was at home

everywhere and nowhere. (Mam, 2013, p. 4)
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W the years of starvation and murder (Mam,
2013) salanfieanuenaulii aseuasaseluy
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gnauatvaziden

In Thloc Chhroy we only ate meat once
or twice a year, on special holidays. My mother

would buy two hundred grams of pork for
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twenty people and shop it up very finely, as a
kind of flavouring. We were grateful for evey
grain of rice. (Mam, 2013, p. 106-107)
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Fayaiusunsluifoufiuian 2010 w0y
Isabella CHAN L%'EN Addressing Local Demand
for Commercial Sex with Children in Cambodia:
A Recommended Strategy for ECPAT-Cambodia
wudn evAUsEnauiiviiadivinlifiAnnisdn
UszndilunsAemseeisufunazanusauus
15Uszandnmpesnguuisuasyguangvaie
Fayafildanniinanenimeiignaneuinsdn
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i fieinmadiosrnensuazidwifisa
(CNN discloses the life of a 14-year old-girl:
A victim of sex trafficking, sold by her mother
at 12, n.d.; Overseas press disclose problems
of commercial sex with children in Cambodia:
Parents sell daughters to brothels, n.d.) ‘Tixi

Uszifutlannndoaiui Mam tan[3iauiu

Mam 1%@131 judicial machine L%Emw:ﬁ
guasazivauldnguane measnan viligeu
Wiumwanauinies [i3En3auiuaeiiAnduses
e wasmhenuiliiedeeiungraneivantiu
fespensiitsaianielandiiiuiliSonanuiuh
The “orange women” ’i’]ﬁagjﬂaﬂﬂ%\‘lﬁimmﬁ
waniignandumy w3 iyanaeswinisausy
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Too many of them were involved in the
sex trade themselves: they worked as guards
or went to the brothels as clients. Many of

them were even investors. (Mam, 2013, p. 136)

waNMNUULED MIrasstulunszuIung
gRissInfifiegninuney wazi§ugslannoeiy
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Corruption is like a gangrene at the heart
of the Cambodian police and legal system. All

too often, justice is for sale. (Mam, 2013, p. 190)

[..] We have laws in Cambodia, but
everyone ignores them. Instead, what prevails
is the law of money. With money you can buy
a judge, a policeman-whatever you want.
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2999 ECPAT (End Child Prostitution, Child
Pornography and Trafficking of Children for
Sexual Purposes) fiszy315ewinedud 1 ans1ew
flg 31 Sunan 2011 (immsTnTudu 658 nadl
72% vevianifiumbofudinguds 1 Tu 3 98y
wilefiongszwine 13 fv 17 T wazdowud
wWinndivengein 12 Tignandusnndustnoiiiiiu
viwiflaifisuiudoyaitwululineunihiy
Winldag1edniaudn anwdvaniong

sananafidauetenn Tunmsiligeaulidneg
\Huaussswanmly viedhnasnsdguangvane
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ﬁmul,ﬁﬂ%ﬁl,ﬁaﬁ'muagj LD UBEAINTINLEU
Lﬁmﬁ’uﬁ (Overseas press disclose problems
of commercial sex with children in Cambodia:
Parents sell daughters to brothels, n.d.) “@gn”
Dudnanomiansiy 14 D8naumils fudioin
LNANTDILED °an1LﬁﬂiﬁLLd%ﬂﬂLmusLﬁaLﬁaaﬂq
12 9 wpthdululdvil wasdeensUadeiu
2NTNIDIATEUATILED (CNN discloses the life
of a 14-year old-girl: A victim of sex trafficking,
sold by her mother at 12, n.d.) ﬁlx‘lﬁﬂi’mgblu
Frmaniiiaenadaeiuideeii Mam enl3eil
L5BLR131BLBNIRANNAAFRBDYNE1IIN
angwdieuiu fulszimudug Buifion niwdansa
woansus Hudaidesluiu a daughter acts as
collateral... In other cases the parents sell their
daughters outright to the brothel. It’s like they
transfer their ownership of her. ..The brothel

has the right to sell her on.... Their children are
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money on legs, an asset, a kind of domestic
livestock. (Mam, 2013, p. 34) Lsaiasaluin
dwsuaulnIud gnamdesidailewoud &
wawsvauseaenldisaluufSuouy s
TlavrneldSoumieie wazuaifidullidnveu
wilil isaidewh sawadunnvdeeny 6 v
Aty finonual3lipanvass fpusiids
azfmoanandavwianiiu 50 Asaasuaniu
mmu‘%qw%mamﬁa UNLBDNAULAZLEDLAILAY
ynnegnliled Mam Buduhwaussulng3
TNidemegnaninds gnamasswinianaziiandw
a2l (Mam, 2013: 185) wazudifnaniuneau
azsanuNndevanls ulvevisafavaanane
sueienesedn asiitedudeaaenis

85195187 (Mam, 2013)
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iWidnmdseldnauds deduanudes
pavAuinye1I deeaulaladsanmeaiy
wivauignd soeuiuaziiongfusny (CNN
discloses the life of a 14-year old-girl: A victim

of sex ftrafficking, sold by her mother at 12,
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n.d.; Overseas press disclose problems of
commercial sex with children in Cambodia:
Parents sell daughters to brothels, n.d.) Mam
w3 luufineegiseetvaa AR BIFNWLE U
amudadonsnn foil

Mam s Eisousisy uazehdnlugaeieses
wilvie Ieurnsdaiinmnassdvewmdean
vignd shlidensudeuse nszSnszii uay
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In Cambodia, many men believe a virgin
will keep you strong and imbue you with fresh
strength: today it is widely held that raping
a virgin will also cure you of Aids. (Mam, 2013,

p. 27)
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lawnd wazgslisrunsemindoanuious
vasdamnlandluens wiluvuzifeady The
Road of Lost Innocence nauLfinlUsazanen
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waneismsfinziusen (Mam) Seasgnasasé)
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WinauAafiddeanla infisuiures
wilgasd smRrmAnTauudswnTIN ey
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I399MITEVDIAUDT (The White Man’s Burden)
it orsusssnaselmifiinnnussuienis
fuds unasadnviivandassaysdoanain
ANNEMAY v endy wandumihfiaes
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#lan (Chantrasupawong, 2015) wsiingm
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(Postcolonial)

Ashcroft, Griffiths, & Tiffin (2003 as cited
in Chantrasupawong, 2015) 85118731 ANINARN
oandan umiinseunquinmsssioe
IfgfuﬂW@ﬂi:ﬁ’]'ﬂ"?’]ﬂﬂiZUfJuﬂqidqﬂqmqﬁﬂNmﬂ\i

o

nEinT133Aten aeurnisdrdnnsevaude
ag1iu ﬁhﬁgnﬁwﬂ%’luLL’Jm\afaiimnﬁu"‘minﬁ
WaAnE LA AT NANTENUN TRIUG TN
A 4 AinannIzuIuMIaeaniian 5
futAnunufzenfiddaandenaniawoeylsy
Aoud Ana3IET 16 uavdndorandanlva

(Neocolonialism) 1uﬂwﬂ'uﬁﬁw

afnNdafianinzTunnisesng fusen
[fiy’\nwiﬂ%v’\aqﬂshmmﬁﬂu Hurnaudadiasaud
uazdadmaieuaglulaniagiu iadumen
AR “amaiunziusen” Fuguii an soad
nanl¥i “[.] life after independence in many
ways ‘is characterized by the persistence of
many of the effects of colonisation’” (Hall, 1996
as cited in McLeod, 2000, p. 32) 3avianlu
The Road of Lost Innocence [#Lanyaenaniau
71 Somaly Mam &gUgaNUALEIAYYNATELNN
freaenafnziuanse “anuidunziusan”
AuiBndwasamINANDDILED aSULEDLLEAND
ynziuanAefihuasainnliuidineeise
vwsaluglandnlufitsaldsunisuensy
mslalndda duiusiuaziuan vliisaidn
IUFDVALN HEWIAUAE “UANAIN” 7N
PMIBNIAUDY
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Usngnisalmeimusssnzavavanuilen
pAEMNIINHSS LA asfinanernsasii 20 Tasth
wnAndaAnenanldiienzieiosldgylng
131na TeufeiZassiiunngludosnanuuaus
s vudsuzssianieduniaausyuneely
Savnmsananaviang fuseiusdludinszariu
finwhlUrenevidemsiu Sevwmsniy e
wwdawmafuidudovsssnend Hulums
ssiryaniin Fudfasends sududelsznauade
meTmussn usigeuduiaeiusiuasiounileiu
duinnssmvesdeny wazifusymenafisudu
wull vdadiBndneusiguiin “myth” wie
“4nenAR” Barthes (2008, p. 4) Tailanu@in

o

unua dunsSANLF

3EAR (myth) vinede MIdeanuvany
fapafnNLEan1vimussIndegn
naundsuliiiuiisufiasiouidussmea
v3eenanamlifiviigaledn Wunszuaums
pa9nsaiinavedoniy waiediale
nnganuhaneadidumslnrnvasnas
wouiiwhidusmsemslasansuded
Dadaudaiiiaase nenedfildtlates s
Avlaviodu ynetheunngsovthanis
pthilaimy watsAenniiduiee sty
Foauliudainaisuiuiedssnauate
MeTAUsTIN 15uedil “viae” Aaly
Franfiaaiindaioduduitovssanei
windulumuandaaiin

Barthes (2008) 2enaANaAalUI1 N1en
AR [UaTaud “AnNviNiLdeesu” Fewdiu
AnuvaneBulselonildaauvaeiionne 9 uan

“UEAR” Al
iituioanuvanevideantisn gannsal
nIzuIuMITasInenARLaasduunueld fvil
FIRBILIE I:#> AMNANIBNINIPIUTIIN
FLAVUDINENAR
09 ::#mmwmmﬁmﬁu

sesuravlselpmildans
(WRzMITUIMBNTAY)

WA 1 RIUEAIM IV AR (Barthes, 2008, p. 11)
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Somaly Mam Lanfivgnmsmng uankiz?
aunsnluFinmsuszndaasise Adun
sAa-lwasiudia Dietrich BolaiNlwnhiseg
“another world” eaziuanauil vlizadin
mapuhluwipshéneilniia $inay manngea
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289 Dietrich Tuidas fAdavpvasgiiadaynii
nanAn WNuInEus Toyota land cruiser fiWN
Avduianuiuadsusn AldTadu mouldy
rope beds on the street %38 a rooftop shack
484 wuufirewnAsumesaNs widu the
guesthouse room #3® in a nice room in
a small hotel %38 at one friend’s house W3afi

Thuzavndaiy a big villa..with a gate and
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a guard to open it. UBNANUU £98 a porch with
French columns, silk cushions on the sofa and

a cleaning woman...(Mam, 2013)

apzTuaniidhanludineey Mam &u
Aonstiemas iisanaaiunnmaduland
fEndiatu wasludsznovon@wduieiu Tad
921U Dietrich, Guillaume %38 Pierre #1e
ez unniilseag Audisduaiingsen oo
T#5uSufaunilvann Dietrich neufiiwazndu
Uszina nuenisasnuguamsi isethiSu
TWonowaslsd lUiSsumiie windane aen
W uRnEndinlnd 1w lisavnsliisandu
TWdulawndsn sedeliideuiidadn Guilaume
MQuaLss Guilaume Suldmvnlfisar way
wselFaunEusaLAs (Mam, 2013)

uanINTuuaL Fevianisyuanaliiiu
mialvadou uazaseuiiiegarnNAiidl A
Iuanflanunmiigendt wiwnd e

h]

¥ = o v

Wiy H91U09 uaznIgmsasiuan sandy
AunzuANEsTaunanuzsBNIEaE MndiLaY
Sumgnaduwaumouy natenusegndnlu
vfvaslssusuiivgnaiigalulwasuny wieise
Lifernwidniuse fulandiflafmedniusi
enziunn iU Mam w8 Hunasuazn1iog
fumoaziuan shilvmnednsudsuulasiieise
ﬂﬁuIﬂLﬁauﬁuﬁLﬂﬂagj Everything was different
now that | was coming back to the village with

money and a white man. (Mam, 2013)
wilNeawALeala L aaRNLaaE A8 LU
Dietrich l#vi3aidarfisalaluiSoudl Alliance
Frangaise fivhivisawasuanuidniidsedin
YDIFLNNTN My life was dishonourable and

UA 38 aUuR 1 1FoUUNSIAL - DUNAU 2561

unua dunsSANLF

ugly, and | felt | was too. lUifluanu3&nin
mum\aaxmmmzﬁaﬁ’mﬁ They (a dark blue
skirt and a white shirt) meant something to
me, something clean and honest, like a mask
over the filth that was underneath. LLE\JZLﬁyE)ﬁ’l
TN T NIRRT WD DI LED A they
were just trousers and T-shirts, but they were
clothes that didn’t say ‘whore’ uanﬁnmﬁ"aﬁw
avhbisafisonunwidsulyudy sudovil
LFaRIUNRAE

.. | dressed like a Khmer de France ...
Also, | think they were a little afraid of me:
a Khmer de France, the wife of a white foreigner.
They didn’t dare to stop me. (Mam, 2013,
p. 124)

Khmer de France clothes N3¥81119
ptviy sugnlvinszuaumsiasmndAumily
dewsaldiulufismismsaiiademndsinmas
woLsfignamgnanIsn

Then | would dress up in my Khmer de
France clothes and come to the station to file
a formal complaint in the name of AFESIP, just
like a white person would. That sometimes
got the process moving, because it was more
difficult to ignore. (Mam, 2013, p. 144)

mslalulsEindinsoes msfuguousos
AU Mam $Enhauwnifiensugbu uaz
AULTNINzNay el a white man’s wife Laz
“Khmer de France”- Ai3eniifitiaraensfidu
g1une wazsiulaludeuuuauzn - Wums
T@sumsansvdumedan aviiinduiuisedu
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[ a1 o

fedviigntrszaneiase liugawuandinu
win Suri e bilds@ndnaueely uauh
Brdnsialy

I had worked in honest jobs. | had learned
to look people in the eye and communicate
with them directly, as an equal. | knew that
when | went back to Cambodia people would
no longer look down on me as a white man’s
whore. They could see me as a white man’s
wife. | was like the people we call ‘Khmer
de France’- Cambodians who live in France
and come back on holiday, with money and
power, and with the white person’s sense of
self-assurance. | might have a dark skin and |
might still look like a savage, but | had proved
that | wasn’t stupid and | no longer felt | was
worthless. (Mam, 2013, p. 116)

dlawsendulyiBeuduiiagfndnaiuiia

]
a o

Frewmdsiangvdefinnidumbanisdnyseiadl
LBRLAUNNIEINEUA HAUNIUATLIGERENNN
wonav A duuiiduwnzisadunssenzes

ALY LALLEDNAILINEUR

There were a lot of new people in Thloc
Chhroy and the old ones were excessively
nice to me now that | was a white man’s wife
and drove there from the city in a car. (Mam,
2013, p. 162)

HoiFunioanedoll - a white man’s wife'
waz ‘a Khmer de France’ swsuisausn u
fomdnAans Sumsednawefiaztioyinny
quusld TurssuanisanapanalifoInda

5\1191 LWi’lzLﬁaﬂ?uLﬂu a Khmer de France and
a white man’s wife iiaisadnlulutavsavadin
wateen 1ileluanguenveunily lhaasdasentiy
9289158 15YWANULLIT “... You know who | am.
All of you will be killed.” And he put the gun
down. | was a Khmer de France and a white
man’s wife. (Mam, 2013, p. 127-128)

fwsuisaudd aziuandvdieBamselw
fiaonusgesty vhiiiseddndien walildidums
Wiardesdaurudatvladndaly islysu
3078 Prince of Asturias Prize Viﬂ wuludl 1998
wwousIpnInselasunisguasiiundiias
LAeN

..In_my universe I'm nothing, a mere
woman who works for wretched, imprisoned,
penniless girls. Here | was being treated like
a queen, a legendary creature. [...] | don’t like to
kneel. I’'m no longer a slave. | hope | will never
again have to abase myself and go down on
my knees in front of anyone: | have done that
much too much. (Mam, 2013, p. 159)

wazilaldidihanidansendiuiemiu
Winudioldn 4 919 Phnong Aundle iinvidiefi
wedulawndandsn lawn naulasunmsaivie
Waanuidnwfieniuauduiioglufiti. they
behaved as though | was their equal. .. They
knew what | had done, and what had done
to me, and yet they respected me anyway-
a little Phnong girl, a dirty prostitute. (Mam, 2013,
p. 160)
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§97i Mam a1HuEEANIBIIsRETH Y
ienaishsanuiunsusen deaanndaeiv
5\1“71' Said taua [ndunmwimisngin (stereotype)
finsTunnfidansupan nanafe “aziumn”
wANFNaIn “aziusen” uanuuansnedill
whiflaniu aziuanduude faanmwgenii
fmaua svaguundnms luwnsiingiusende
anulfmama livsnd (udewandszvana
AunzTupandoydsunsimuniidugdfinong
1930 LLazﬁﬁaﬁﬁuagﬁlummgﬁuizﬁug\aﬁmﬁ’umn
fald wavdvaensufuwulAATiNwe ady
ananilay fidnsananiiaugiafiatuanude

'
=

LIDNNNIAIAUDNI (The White Man’s Burden)
i ensusvsnasielnsifiinannuspiuieans
Fudy uuavadnviivandaspaysdeanain
augvsy e enda uwasidumhiizes
smezTuanfiasiuasinei lueuludaui
1an (Chantrasupawong, 2015) B1ALTUANTY
davaylugusiidavidnangismisuazihay
WiwiemeInenmans Aady mId wlvau
pziusan fotiu fendeldiiuihdeiisnens uan
hangdinzey Mam duduiiuidosnssiiu
Ny MIAn msfiendw msladsuiiesfvinlsd
woiinenNiEnmdiendugduludean Fodu
Wauszauinafinldeendrswmdsifinuay

¥

gvcdsiionidulawnd Fearnndunsmbuguaw

a

W3 AUSTINLAZASaTIN IRz TuBeNLe
snszduanuiusguazinlaliodlusziugens
asguiing uane [y

TuiSaaanil Mam Ay “vdenz i
pan” Wunmeaziuan namsgdefigauss
wenaidie “anudunziueen” lasaw
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athvdvanenafiieiundensiusen laetlufae
msvlindeasusanidulawndnieimusssu
TGN,

The Road of Lost Innocence Land AL
fvmafeasgnasavilasnziuan fensidagy
Az TUANNUEIEANTDY Mam (aeiusan) aenels
Ao Bovianzevisafasiournudunsiusan

v
v

WUEN MY LSRR AUl UTURIT

“aauitdunziusan” Iuﬂ'lﬂﬁl']?lﬂ\‘l

Mam

Tuanuzi3evs1lu The Road of Lost
Innocence ENEBIEATALIUAN TIBBINTTUAN
dunsudeiviasemasiiuinliudiise s
Fnhuselugmaduauien Hugfissivanlage
FushuenuAniisztemasgau Tunenduiu
isondugnaunyiuaandisiugan niudnAAs
anaiunysd iliisal3muazlfifiusd Seau
peiussnaniuifsrisaifiouined uaz
1 38AUNE INIUTULAATDIUDUYDILED
thues wagnidenidiu Phnong sunguiiosly
lasisnensmeiuneviduauiiou &

fratinvsa Uil

Pretty quickly, | learned enough Khmer to
understand the insults the villagers called out
to me, the only Phnong in the village. | was
fatherless, black and ugly. Like most Khmer,
the people in Thloc Chhroy see us Phnong as
a barbarians and uncontrollably violent-some

even say we are cannibals. (Mam, 2013, p. 13)
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Especially in Vietnam, they were also
scornful of me, a dirty dark-skinned girl with
no more brains than a lump of wood. They
pushed me, yelled at me, insulted me. (Mam,
2013, p. 11)

[ [ [ =Y
ANNLLUBIBASIUDDN / AMHNLLUKDY
ASIUDBN

mwpasmpazTuseniiian [Iwivie aseiu
dhuptviudeiumensiuan §asnsiusan
\fivandu nadnawe nsvhnsquusesagdy
wihgwdeautiufiunssseu wu Mam 1@
floanfizpuisodnauflarinduee wazud
afeAldTuBegioe Tmfemesiansiiiuand
Yaendia3inAnaddumenssEne IR
Mam a3 dwsugudviansud andiduune

°o o o

IDNNTIEN UazNIIRRIA TN LTuMAUTNaDY

a a [

T99NNWRTRNIED KefEuNe frdvApaud

14 Aaiane
To men, women are like servants. It has

always been like that in Cambodia. (Mam,
2013, p. 167)

Men have the power [...]. To many people
they are a kind of cattle. (Mam, 2013, p. 202)

aviisaran HilasioudvannsTusan (G

TufitiAeinwg) Tdusdsasilisnaudweens
Ameddunagegn luusunaseunss andazyud

a

Tedvdulansspnedlsild Tususigvdeg
ausnavasuwIn I ISsuuasimuaNieens
wovizne Fovlidaduuaslifithndides Tusous

NenL TUBNNATINIIUANTTANTDIAU LLEAY

Vv a Vv a L v

srunawilogudy gudvaziusannaulifidass

Q) < <

Tumsivuadinauiay AoveaNIuUSUBLM
nyaniiinduiiy Mwsevdensiuaanii Mam
13’1Lauaﬁm%aguumauﬁmmamiLﬁa\‘lmi
Unasay uazzpsngvainslusdelusnusoenziu

% =

aan Tnivaevlszmalnese AufiRsdends

¥ =l

e liwfsniu gudefisiuziduiies

U as

nindauzesviauiuazandl uazyanawani 9y
nszhaagudsasnelsild wiloumnaiiin
“udviiiuane weduau” mnanafenanlang
TUNIENBEISIDDIWIZU M TN LHINTZADHLNAN
Wegi svmadl 4 donseinseiiiazudls
ngraneiiieiiumsoesuans lumsdndulafia:
\Fengansavasivdeiioglutuduens (The Thai
law embedding the idea of inequality of gender:
Men are humans: women are cattle should be
abrogated, n.d.)
ANNLANANTENI AL IUANLAZAZIUBEN
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Winthi3eel Mam hiivAviiaunsiuean
nsshdaweWwWisufisusudiioeldsuamnme
Az Tuanud ssBeiudnaud worsusanlvun
nenafnsiunnsslannzueen suderensaud
150 vhldisoandaviBagaunsuan anangiuan
feavdugianuadymintd maduiusive
aduan Smmneaziuan uwluslaideiidede
WUINBINLTUAN 8% TILB1TLAINUDDIAL T
panlyivaaiuanausdey deiies Uiy
Fiviafsniuaudy faouniwgediu
nziusanlunulandnluvils uneredfinsaud
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