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Abstract

This article aims at studying the “myth” the West subscribes to the East (Thailand, 

the Orient) in the Lonely Planet Thailand guidebook. The concept of ‘myth’ presented in 

Mythologies introduced by Roland Barthes, the concept of colonial discourse presented in 

Orientalism written by Edward Said together with the concepts of postcolonialism are applied 

in the study. Through descriptions of interesting tourist spots in Thailand, Lonely Planet 

uses vocabulary, expressions and illustrations to gradually, and seemingly unintentionally, 

construct Thailand in its readers’ imagination. The ‘myth’ shown in the guidebook is that 

Thailand (the Orient) is inferior, unusual and bizarre while the West is ‘inherently superior 

and civil’. However, Thailand (the Orient) has fertile land with lush forests, large varieties of 

bird life and great marine life. Moreover, the ‘myth’ that the Orient is exotic, extraordinary 

and eccentric as well as that the Orient is feminine, tempting and sexually mysterious are 

also implicitly reinforced.

Keywords: Lonely Planet Thailand, Colonial Discourse, Myth, Post-colonialism
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 Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and 

Transculturation  

 (Genre) 
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 9   Bangkok, Central 

Thailand, Ko Chang & Eastern Seaboard, 

Chiang Mai Province, Northern Thailand, 

Northeastern Thailand, Hua Hin & The Southern 

Gulf, Ko Samui & The Lower Gulf  Phuket 
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tropical, cultured and historic, Thailand beams 

with a lustrous hue from its gaudy temples 

and golden beaches to the ever-comforting 

Thai smile 

 

 Lonely Planet  

  

  Lonely 

Planet 

   (Friendly and 

Fun-loving)   

(Exotic and Tropical)   

(Cultured and Historic) 

  

 

 (Its Gaudy Temples and Golden 

Beaches to the Ever-comforting Thai Smile) 

 

 

 Lonely Planet  

 “ ”

 

 

 Lonely Planet  Our promise 

 You can trust our travel information 

because Lonely Planet authors visit the places 

we write about, each and every edition. We 

never accept freebies for positive coverage 

so you can rely on us to tell it like it is. 
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Lonely Planet 

 “ ”   explore, wander 

down, navigate, survey  

  trek, hike through 

  dive 

   

 tramping through, wind through  

 Lonely Planet 

 Its small size means you can explore all 

its jungle nooks and crannies,…(  6)  

nooks and crannies  every part 

 

  Lonely 

Planet  The Bangkok of today…will 

pull you in with one of the world’s biggest 

markets, … and endless opportunities for urban 

exploration. (  6)  

 

 

   Lonely 

Planet 

 

 

 Lonely Planet  

(A Roughshod Boarding House) 

 19  

(Aristocratic Magnet)  Hans Niels 

Anderson 

  Joseph Conrad 

W. Somerset, Maugham Noel Coward, Graham 

Green, John le Carre, James Michener, Gore 

Vidal, and Barbara Cartland 

  4  

 nahm, Bo.lan, Soul Food Mahanakorn,

 Sra Bua (  125) 

    

  

  

 

 

 nahm […] Australian chef/author David 

Thomson is behind what is quite possibly the 

best Thai restaurant in Bangkok. 

 Bo.lan […] Bo and Dylan […], former chefs 

at London’s nahm, have provided Bangkok 

with a compelling reason to reconsider upscale 

Thai cuisine.

 Soul Food Mahanakorn […] Started up by 

a native of Pensylvania,…
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 Sra Bua […] Helmed by a Thai and 

a Dane whose Copenhagen restaurant, Kiin 

Kiin, scored a Michelin star.
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  Lonely Planet  Sin City 

 Synonymous with 

Prostitution  

 

 

 Among the many benevolent servants in 

Pattaya, Father Ray Brennan, an American 

priest with the Redemptorist Order who died in 

2003, established a lasting and inspiring legacy 

that today includes six charitable programs 

under the umbrella of the Redemptorist 

Foundation. He also founded the Pattaya 

Orphanage and School of Deaf, both of which 

are now operated by the Catholic diocese. 

(  202) 

    

  

 What is now one of Southeast Asia’s most 

important archaeological sites was discovered 

quite accidentally in 1966. Stephen Young, 

a student from Harvard, tripped while walking 

through the area and found the rim of a buried 

pot right under his nose. (  459) 

     Lonely 

Planet     
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  Lonely Planet

 

 Lonely Planet 
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 Lonely Planet  High-

class resorts operate with Swiss efficiency as 

uniformed butlers cater to every whim.

(  535) 

  Soon, the phrase 

‘private infinity pool’ and ‘personal butler’ will 

find a permanent place in the island lexicon,… 

(  556-557)  uniformed butlers  

‘personal butler’  

  Lonely Planet 

 Middle-aged men strut about 

donning white polo shirts that contrast with 

their cherry-red faces, while hired lackeys carry 

around their stuff. (  538)  Middle-aged 

men   

with their cherry-red faces 

  lackeys   

(servant) 

  

 : Lonely 

Planet  

  

    cooling 

mist-shrouded mountain (  232), Chinese 

Taoist shrines shrouded in incense smoke. 

(  627), Shrouded in mystery and steeped 

in local legend… (  680), But the town is 

not just some lost-in-time cultural archive

(  627), the mist-shrouded upper slopes 

(  292)  (SALA 

KAEW KU)  

a surreal journey into the mind of 

a mystic shaman (  461)

  Lonely Planet 

  

 

 Lonely Planet 

 you’ll feel as much like you’re 
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visiting another planet 

  Lonely Planet 

  

Visit Sam Phan Bok (3000 Holes) and you’ll 

feel as much like you’re visiting another planet 

as another country. (  442) Birds and bats 

call this forest home as does the rare Rafflesia 

kerrii, one of the stinkiest flowers on the planet. 

(  14)  a surreal landscape 

 Ko Lanta …hiking through 

a surreal landscape of limestone caves and 

crevices.. (  11)  

 (the rare)   

Rafflesia kerrii 

  

 (Ethnic Groups) 

  the Thai Lu, Mrabri, Htin and 

Khamu   

 a fascinating ethnic mixture: Burmese 

men in their longyi (sarongs), Hmong and 

Karen women in traditional hill-tribe dress, […] 

 

 

 

 

 

: 

   

    

 

 Lonely Planet 

  

undeveloped, underdeveloped, blissfully 

undeveloped, unspoiled, virgin, undiscovered 

   

  exotic, tropical, tropical 

ambience, jungle, a verdant jungle, dense jungle, 

wilderness, wild, Thailand’s wild west, lush 

forests  

Lonely Planet  healthy rainforests, 

the fertile river valleys, densely forested island, 

a large variety of birdlife, great marine life, 

underwater fields of giant clams, healthy coral 

reefs

 

  

   

 (Trekking and 

Adventure Activities) 

 the untamed jungle     

   Lonely Planet 

 Thailand’s Iconic Creatures

  Lonely Planet 

 soda-white beaches, golden beach, 

white sand beach, brilliant white beaches, 

unspoilt shorelines, smooth white beaches, 

powder-white sand, the long, blonde, silky 

white-sand beaches  

Lonely Planet   the water is very clear, 

the crystal-clear water, the clearest of water, 

turquoise bays, the water is like turquoise glass, 
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   Lonely Planet 

   girl next 

door pretty but not beauty-queen gorgeous 

(  216)  

Ko Chang and its sister island (  216) 

 

  Long and thin, and 

covered in beach-blonde tresses, Ko Lanta is 

Krabi’s sexy beach babe. (  669) 

 

  slender, silky white-sand 

beaches, blonde beach  

 Lonely Planet  

Sukorn’s simple stillness is breathtaking, its 

authenticity a tonic to the road-worn soul.

(  683) 

 

  a tonic  

  

 Lonely Planet  

  

 Like Marilyn Monroe, 

Phi-Phi Don’s stunning looks have become 

its own demise. Everyone wants a piece of her.

Though not exactly Hollywood, this is Thailand’s 

Shangri-la: a hedonistic paradise where 

tourists cavort in azure seas […] With its flashy, 

curvy, blonde beaches and bodacious jungles 

it’s no wonder that Phi-Phi has become the 

darling of the Andaman coast. And, like any 

good starlet, this island can party hard …. 

Unfortunately nothing can withstand this 

glamorous pace[…] (  662)

   

  

    …, and 

an ability for turning the midlife crisis into a 

full-scale industry (sorry, Viagra, Patong was 

 Lonely Planet 

 A place of concrete and silicone, and moral 

and gender blender, Patong is simply a free 

for all. Anything from a starbucks ‘venti latte’ 
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to an, ahem, companion for the evening is 

available for the right price. (  638-9) 

 midlife crisis 

 (a full-scale industry) 

 Lonely 

Planet  

 

[…] and you may feel Ko Muk’s topography stir 

something deep and wild in your primordial 

soul. (  638-9)

   

  Lonely Planet 

 BANGKOK’S GRANDE DAME

 GRANDE DAME 
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nahm Bo.lan Soul Food Mahanakorn  Sra 

Bua  PRETTY THAI FOR A WHITE 

GUY  

 A WHITE GUY 

(PRETTY THAI) 

    (2546: 122) 
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