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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to: 1) study the current state of the key competency of
upper secondary school students according to the basic education curriculum
framework, and 2) compare the average scores of the key competency of upper
secondary school students according to the basic education curriculum framework of
different genders, majors, and grade level. The samples were 473 upper secondary
school students under the Office of the Basic Education Commission who were
enrolling in the first semester of academic year 2022, selected by stratified random
sampling. The data were collected by using a 5-point rating scale with Cronbach’s
alpha reliability of 0.98. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics methods including
frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation, as well as by inferential statistical
methods including the independent samples t-test and F-test for one-way ANOVA.

The research findings showed that: 1) The upper secondary school students
had the overall key competency at a high level. When considering each component
separately, it was found that all components were at a high level as well. The
components with the highest average to the lowest were strong citizenship, integration
of teamwork and self management, respectively. 2) The upper secondary school
students had no difference in the key competency by gender and grade level.
However, the upper secondary school students majoring in science had significantly
higher key competency than those majoring in art at a statistically significant level of
0.05.

Keywords: Key Competency, Upper Secondary School Students, Basic Education
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