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ABSTRACT

Developing career interests and attitudes is the first essential step in preparing
young people for the professional world. The purposes of this research were to
examine the understanding, interest, and attitude toward STEM careers (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) of 16 fourth-sixth grade students who study
in a primary school which were 11 girls and 5 boys. The field note observation and
semi-structured interview after participation in STEM career counseling activities were
used to assess the students' STEM understanding, attitudes, and career interests. The
content analysis, group classification, frequency, and percentage were used for data
analysis. The results revealed that all the fourth-sixth grade students have a positive
attitude toward STEM career (16 students, 100%). Most students highly understand the
STEM career (13 students, 81.25%) but understand goals and how integrated STEM into
daily life at the medium level (9 students, 56.25%). For the concept of STEM career
interest, the results show that most of students are interested in STEM career
counseling activities and STEM careers at a high level (11 students, 68.75%) and
medium level (7 students, 43.75%) respectively. Moreover, the alarming results signify
that all students who have a low interest in STEM careers are girls, on the other hand,
all students who have a high interest in STEM careers are boys. This finding reveals the

influence of gender-STEM stereotypes on students' career interests.

Keywords: STEM careers, Career understanding, interest and attitudes,

Career counseling activities
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