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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to analyze the identity of the community in
Bang Phli old market by using the qualitative research as a research methodology.
The research procedures were as follows: 1) setting target population to provide key
information, i.e. group of formal community leaders, group of informal community
leaders, and group of traders and residents in the community; 2) collecting information
by conducting the research of relevant documents and 3) collecting field data by using
research tools which are Field observation, Non-participant observation, Participant
observation, In-depth interview, Subgroup discussion and Analytic induction to create
a conclusion obtained from the results of the research.

The results of the study indicated that the identity of the community in
Bang Phli old market was established on the similarities in terms of cultures, traditions,
and lifestyles which are mutually accepted by the residents and are continuously
conducted and inherited until they become a unique culture and lifestyle of the
community that cover every convention in community. Identities of the community
that are found in the research are as follows: 1) lifestyle of merchants in river market
which is a real lifestyle that still remains in the society, 2) traditional building design
and architecture, 3) Rub-Bua tradition, an old-age tradition performed only in this place of
Thailand, 4) Luang Phor Toh, Wat Bang Phli Yai Nai, the respectable Buddha image that
is admired by the people across the country, 5) traditional snacks and foods, i.e.
Khanom Saibua, Khanom Kala, and dried salted snake skin gourami and 6) traditional
games, i.e. mango seed windmill, boat racing, and sea boxing. The identities that still
exist in the community are lifestyle of merchants in the river market, traditional
building design and architecture, Rub-Bua tradition, Luang Phor Toh, and dried salted
snake skin gourami. The identities that went missing from the community and have
never been retrieved are traditional snacks which are Khanom Saibua and Khanom
Kala, and the traditional game named mango seed windmill. The identities that
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disappeared from the community but were retrieved to the community and adjusted
to be suitable for the modern society are boat racing and sea boxing. They are included
in the activities that are arranged in the community festivals. The most outstanding
and strongest identity is Rub-Bua tradition which has a hidden potential and can be

used for further development of the community in the future.
Keywords: Identity, Community Identity, Community in Bang Phli Old Market
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