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THAI SOCIETY AND CHILDREN’S BOOKS: HIDING THE LIGHT FROM SIGHT?
SOME OPINIONS AND REMARKS
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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, children’s books are developed in terms of quantity, quality and
production. Writers are sometimes awarded and qualified books are acknowledged.
Nevertheless, the Thai society lacks visible and concrete policy for production and
development of books. The market for children’s books is mainly affected by Western
countries and some Asian countries such as Japan, China and Korea due to
globalization effect, which connects countries together through culture, economy and
politics. It is remarkable that many sectors make an effort to encourage and support
children to have more opportunity to read, but there are factors that do not promote
enough reading such as culture and economy, and market forces do not support
reading as the high cost of qualified children’s books results in a scarcity of children’s
books. In addition, parents always make their own decision on buying books, which do
not meet the children’s needs. Moreover, there are fewer writers and publishers for
children’s books, and also some artists lack experience and knowledge in child
psychology resulting in not having meaningful pictures in children’s books. Lacking
consistent supports from government and private sectors is another reason why the

children’s books are just like a light of knowledge that is not shining everywhere.

Keywords: Children’s Books, Thai Society
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