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THE ADAPTATION OF NARRATIVE IN FILMS PRODUCED BY INDEPENDENCE
FILM DIRECTORS UNDER THAI FILM INDUSTRY SYSTEM

Pongsawee Supanonthl* Manoch Chummuangpak2

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the structure of Thai film industry in the capitalism
system and to investigate how the independent film directors adjusted themselves to film
production in the capitalism system. The research methodology of this study is as follows.

Sources of data. The film-related persons included three independent film directors:
Boonsong Nakphoo, Tanwarin Sukhapisit, Anucha Boonyawattana, the independent film
directors of The Blue Hour, and three film critics: Janewai Thongdeenok, Chayanin
Tiengpittayakorn and Ekkarat Monwat from Starpics magazine. The film-related documents
included film scripts, interviews, articles, film reviews from magazines, books, research, printed
media and online media containing the data of Boonsong Nakphoo, Tanwarin Sukhapisit. The
films consisted of seven independent films directed by Boonsong Nakphoo, which were Crazy
Cops (2003), Soul (2003), Poor People the Great (2000), Four Stations (2012), Village of Hope
(2013), Wandering (2016) and Song from Phatthalung (2017), and of another seven independent
films directed by Tanwarin Sukhapisit, which were Insect in the Backyard (2010), Hak na'Sarakham
(2011), It Gets Better (2012), Threesome (2013), Ror Door Khao Chon Pee (2014), The Red Wine
in the Dark Night (2015) and A Gas Station (2016).

Data collection. The data collected from the directors consisted of 2 parts. (1) The
first part was the data about the structure of Thai film industry in the capitalism system collected
via in-depth interviews. The interviews were conducted with 2 groups of people in Thai film
industry. The first group consisted of three independent film directors including Boonsong
Nakphoo, Tanwarin Sukhapisit, Anucha Boonyawattana and the second group consisted of three
film critics including Janewai Thongdeenok, Chayanin Tiengpittayakorn and Ekkarat Monwat. (2)
The second part was the data from the case study of Boonsong Nakphoo and Tanwarin
Sukhapisit. The data collected from film-related documents included film scripts, interviews
with directors, articles, film reviews from magazines, books, research, printed media and online
media about independent film directors. The data collected from the two films directed by
Boonsong Nakphoo including Crazy Cops (2003), Soul (2003), and 4 films directed by Tanwarin
Sukhapisit including Hak na'Sarakham (2011), It Gets Better (2012), Threesome (2013) and Ror

Door Khao Chon Pee (2014) on DVDs and online media. All films were produced in the capitalism system.

L ph.D. candidate in Communication Arts Program, Dhurakij Pundit University
2 Lecturer of Film and Digital Department, Faculty of Communication Art , Dhurakij Pundiit University
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Data analysis. This study employed the cultural industry as a conceptual framework
to examine the structure and the impacts of Thai industry in the capitalism system and the Film
Narration and the Auteur Theory as conceptual frameworks to investigate the case study of
Boonsong Nakphoo and Tanwarin Sukhapisit to seek how the independent film directors

adjusted themselves to film production in the capitalism system.

Findings

1. The structure of Thai film industry in the current capitalism system demonstrated
the relationship between film directors and film-related persons in four groups including
investors, owners of cinemas, films and the government. All of them had the relationship with
film directors directly and indirectly. They hoped to earn as much money as possible from films
directed by the film directors through different channels to serve expectations of the investors
in the capitalism system. This created impacts on the film directors. That is, the film directors
were dominated by the investors. Repeated production and importance of revenue over artistic
value were focused and idea was limited.

2. Boonsong Nakphoo adjusted himself in the area of film narration in the capitalism
system. He tried to remain how he was as much as possible. This was similar to film production
in the independent capital system, the capitalism system was controlled by the investors from
film production companies. Specifically, reflection on and perspectives toward the lower class
in Thai society was obviously seen in Crazy Cops and Soul. Theme, character, setting, dialogue,
technical elements and symbolic elements were the most frequently used elements in
Boonsong’s films to represent himself in the capitalism system.

3. Tanwarin Sukhapisit adjusted himself in the area of film narration in the capitalism
system. He tried to remain how he was as much as possible. This was similar to film production
in independent capital system, the capitalism system was controlled by the investors from film
production companies. Specifically, reflection on and perspectives toward homosexual people
in Thai society was obviously seen in Hak na'Sarakham, It Gets Better, Threesome and Ror Door
Khao Chon Pee. Theme, character, setting, dialogue, technical elements and symbolic elements
were the most frequently used elements in Boonsong’s films to represent himself in the
capitalism system.

4. Boonsong Nakphoo and Tanwarin Sukhapisit, independent film directors could
remain how they were through film narration in the capitalism system. If the capitalism system
allowed them to be themselves, they would not refuse to work in the capitalism system or in
both systems. When relating the findings of this study to the cultural industry by Adorno, the

findings were not consistent with the concept.

Keywords : Independent films, independent film directors, Thai film industry
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