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THAI CULTURE AND PARTICIPATION IN LOCAL POLITICS
Kamalas Yaowanit'

Abstract

This article is a part of the doctoral thesis of the author, it presents the result from
documentary research on people’s participation in local politics. The objective of this study was
to build a research framework for the upcoming research on this topic. This research emphasized
impacts of cultural factors on people’s participation. According to the results of this
documentary research, the author noted that the explanation of participation which relied only
on political culture was insufficient. Therefore, the author proposed that the social culture
should be included into this explanation. In the concluding part, the author showed the research
framework which consisted of cultural factors and other factors affecting participation of the
people in local politics as shown by other researches. The author believed that this research

framework could explain Thai people’s participation in local politics.

Keywords : Local Governments, Thai Culture, Political Participation of the People
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