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THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL CAPITAL TO ESTABLISH A STRONG COMMUNITY
Supranee Chunsong' Booton Dockthaisong’ Sa-ard Banchirdrit’ Boonrueng Sriharan’

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1. the general states of social capital
development for strengthening communities 2. the factors affecting the social capital
development for strengthening communities and 3. propose the guidelines for improving the factors
affecting the social capital development for strengthening communities. The approaches of this
research were mixed methods of quantitative and qualitative researches. The quantitative research was
conducted by studying the sample of 444 respondents consisted of the Chief Executives in 2 provinces
of Nakhon Nayok and Saraburi. The samples were selected by stratified random sampling and simple
random sampling. The data collection tool was a 4 level rating scale questionnaire and data were
analyzed by using percentage, standard deviation and stepwise multiple regression analysis. The
qualitative research was conducted by using documentary research and in-depth interviewing of 34 key
informants comprising 7 groups as 1. provincial cultural council 2. philosophers 3. monks 4. life doctors
5. volunteers 6. sub-district headmen and 7. village headmen who were selected by purposive sampling
and data were analyzed by analytic induction and interpretation.

The research results revealed that:

1. The general states of social capital development for strengthening communities
were found that the social leaders played the most roles in the public activities of social capital
and stimulated the people consciences of self-reliance, think together, decision together, doing
together and responded together for own community in overall was at the high level, in each
aspect and ranking from high to low were at the high level also which the highest was the immune of
community, followed by the gathering of people in community and leaming system of community,
respectively. 2. The factors affecting the social capital development for strengthening communities
composed an overview of the variable level. 3.The proposed suidelines for improving the factors
affecting the social capital development for strengthening communities composed of 6 important
factors 1. the operation must be holistic approach depended on the primarily targets of sustainable

development for self reliance of community 2. the operation characterized the networks creation and
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development of own members in communities 3. all of process and steps for development should
rely on the participation of communities 4. the process of learning creation should educate by site-visit
the prototype communities with developing on strengthening on self reliance 5. the community
development should base on strong executive committee and leader, provided vision to focus on
integrated community development and 6. the community should take the support of external

agencies for helpful of establishment and developing the sustainable community strength.

Keywords : Social Capital, Strong Community, Sustainable Development
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