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PROVINCIAL DEVELOPMENT BY PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL : LOVE IDENTITY
AND PROVINCIAL DEVELOPMENT ORIGINATED FROM BURIRUM UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB
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Abstract

The main objective of this dissertation is to present the approach of using professional
football to establish love identity and provincial development for Thai professional football
clubs. This article studied Mr. Newin Chidchob and Buriram United Football Club by utilizing
Anek Laothamatas’s conceptual framework of Civic Public Administration and the concept of
Osborne and Gaebler’s approach of Reinventing Government. This qualitative research relied
on an in-depth interview, the key informants of which were selected from government, private
and civil sectors. The approach of Civic Public Administration which focused on building the
citizenship in all sectors was applied upon selecting these key informants in order to cover the
contents of the research.

The findings of this article could be concluded that Mr.Newin Chidchob implemented
Civic Public Administration to create and lead Buriram United Football Club to become
successful in establishing unity, identity and local development in Burirum. Moreover, the
government should decentralize, adapt its role as a facilitator and encourage citizens or, in this
case, those football fans to participate and believe that they were a part of a Thailand football
society. This could lead to the rise of football fans in terms of both quantity and quality, and
they would have a sense of ownership and develop their teams with volunteering spirit. They

can be also regarded as a valuable resource of professional football circles in Thailand.
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