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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to investigate qualifications preferred by
prospective employers for food science and technology graduates, employers’ need for food
science and technology graduates, expected graduates’ academic competency, and criteria that
employers used to recruit food science and technology graduates. The study was conducted
by distributing questionnaires to 5 major groups of food science and technology employers as
follows: government agencies, government-controlled agencies, state enterprises, private
sectors, and food processing plants in 5 provinces which are Pathumthani, Phra Nakorn
Sriayutthaya, Nonthaburi, Saraburi and Prachinburi.

Results showed that 70 out of 130 (53.85%) completely answered questionnaires
were collected. 92.86% of employers expressed needs for food science and technology
graduates to be working in the following departments: quality assurance/quality control, product
research and development, production, purchasing, and nutrition department. Employers highly
preferred that graduates should possess qualifications according to Thai Qualifications
Framework for Higher Education (TQF: HEd) which are listed as ethics and morals and
interpersonal skills and able to work as a team leader and a team member. Employers also
preferred graduates equipped with knowledge, cognitive skills and numerical analysis,
communication and information technology skills.

For knowledge qualification, employers highly preferred that graduates properly have
knowledge and be able to apply under working circumstances, specifically knowledge about
quality systems and food processing quality, quality assurance and food sanitation, food
engineering and food processing, food microbiology, and food chemistry respectively.
Employers’ criteria for recruiting food science and technology graduates mainly focused on how

well graduates’ degree matches with employers’ requirements.
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