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THE TRANSFER OF LOCAL WISDOM ON ORGANIC FARMING BY FARMERS
IN THE EASTERN PART OF THAILAND

Udomsak Vongpisall* Siriwat Jiradetprapai’ Preecha Dilokwuttisit’ Somjai Nokdee*

Abstract

The objectives of this research study were: 1. to study the circumstances of
farmers following organic following management systems in the Eastern Part of Thailand
2. to study the local wisdom of farmers on organic farming 3. to study methods of
transferring local wisdom on organic farming by farmers, and 4. to make suggestion for
expansion of the transfer of local wisdom on organic farming. In this study, the researcher
used qualitative methodologies. The sample was comprised of 49 organic farmers and
24 experts, obtained by using snowball techniques. The research methodologies were
set up by dividing the total amount of farmers into 8 organic farm groups in 5 eastern
provinces. The tools used for data collection were in-depth interviews, participant
observation, and group discussions. The collected data were analyzed by means of
content analysis.

The study results were as follow:

1. The circumstances of farmers following organic management systems in the
Eastern Part consisted of manufacturing management, namely 1) preparation of soil 2)
selection of rice genus 3) methods of sowing and transplanting rice, and 4) soil
nourishment, decreasing pests, management of results of production, such as ways of
harvesting rice, threshing rice, husking rice, methods of packing products, and following
organic process of quality assurance standards. 2. The farmers’ local wisdom about
operating organic farms, was shown at the individual level to be folk wisdom, at the
group/community level to be local wisdom, and at national level to be Thai wisdom on
organic farming, which has been moving towards self-reliance. 3. The methods of
transferring local wisdom on organic farming of farmers in the Eastern Part of Thailand
had 3 characteristics, namely: transferring from ancestors, transferring from experts, and

transferring by using the most practical aspects from all development

I A student the degree of Doctor of Philosophy program in management for development of
Rajabhat Rajanagarindra University.
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processes/techniques needed to achieve the best outcome. The learning of farmers on
organic farming can be categorized in 7 ways, namely: 1) learning from ancestors 2)
meeting and/or training workshops 3) persuasion by other farmers 4) advice and
suggestion by experts 5) learning from good models 6) learning from experimentation
and (7) studying from learning resources. And 4. Suggestions for the expansion of transfer
of local wisdom on organic rice farming are the following: 1) promote ideas from this
research, which are congruent with the country’s development strategies 2) strengthen
local wisdom on organic rice farming 3) reinforce the transfer of local wisdom on organic
rice farming, and 4) apply local wisdom on organic rice farming, aiming at widespread

expansion.

Keywords : transferring, local wisdom, organic rice farming
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