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LEH MON : PERFORMANCE, RITUAL, TRADITION IN PATHUM THANI PROVINCE
Dusittorn Ngamyingl*

Abstract

“Leh Mon” or Mon Dance, this research aimed to study Mon Dance with qualitative
research in Pathum Thani Province. The population and samplings were 12 groups of Mon Dance
which three groups of them choosen to study dancing processes. Then the 12 groups of Mon
Dance studied in rituals and traditions. Data were validated using a triangulation techniques;
document, observation and interview. Data were analyzed by descriptive purposes.

The results found that Mon dance in Pathum Thani Province had 12-13 dancing
processes which were similar or different. In present, the name of Mon Dance’s song called the
sequence of numbers such as the first song, the second song, the third song etc. Because the
original was, Mon language difficult to remember. But some Mon Dance’s songs called the
original such as “Ta Yae”. The rituals found that, before the performance, the performer
respected the spirit of the great teacher called “Por Khaa” with flowers, candle, incense,
whiskey, cigarette, some money and water putting on “Phan” in order to the achievement. For
the traditions found that, before the show (funeral ceremony), the dancer should respect three
times to the monk, one time to the death, one time to the musical instrument and one time
to the audience then starting. After performance the dancers also respected to the death. For
the other ceremonies, the dancers should respect the audience before and after performance.

In addition, they have the ceremony for respect their spirit teachers every year.

Keywords : Mon Dance, Ritual, Tradition, Pathum Thani Province
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