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THE STUDY OF CONSTRUCTION OF A CIVIC COUNCIL MODEL FOR STRENGTHENING THAI
DEMOCRACY IN PATHUM THANI PROVINCE

Drunsak Tatiyalapra' Pisak Kal.yanamitra2 Aek Sichaliang3

Abstract

This research was funded by the Political Development Fund of the King
Prajadhipok’s Institute. The objectives of this research were 1) to inquire problems and collect
opinions from people’s section that affected the development of citizen politics for the
establishment of Civic Council of Pathum Thani Province 2) to inquire people’s political learing
processes and participations, and create the linkages with Local Administrative Organizations
and build the foundation of strong and sustainable democracy and 3) to construct the model
for the Civic Council of Pathum Thani Province to strengthen Thai democracy.

The samples of this research were community leaders, local executives, delegates
from community councils, there were 3 samples from each district, therefore, 21 samples from
7 districts. There were focused group which consisted of representatives of, the people,
community leaders, Local Administrative Organizations, public officials. The participants of the
first panel were 120 participants from each district, therefore, the 840 participants from 7
districts. The participants of the second panel were 20 participants from each district, therefore,
the 140 participants from 7 districts. The samples of 2 panel combined were 980 participants.
The instruments for this research were the in-depth interviews regarding the political
phenomena, political culture, political learning and socialization in Phathum Thani. Those in-
depth interviews were conduct with persons who know and understand the citizen politics. The
questionnaires were used to collect opinions from 500 respondents in Phathum Thani. The
data acquired were analyzed for percentages, means, and compared according to respondents’
characteristics.

The research found that:

1. The problems and the hearing of opinions from the people’s sector on factors
affecting the development of citizen politics for the establishment of civic council of Phathum

Thani revealed that Phathum Thani was the semi-urban and semi-rural society that has 3 types
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Rajabhat University under Royal patronage.
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of city, they were, urban area, agricultural area, and industrial area, therefore, it has high level
of social diversity that was crucial to the development of citizen politics. To clarify this, the
urban areas had less political participation; the agricultural areas had higher political
participation than urban areas; but in the industrial areas with the pseudo-citizens who
immigrated for their jobs, therefore, they were not interested in citizen politics. Besides, there
were problem regarding local politics which had high level of rivalry and led to vote-buying,
and other factors affecting the development of citizen politics such as poverty, lack of
harvesting and living land in some region that obstructed the citizen politics and made
establishment of community council impossible.

2. The inquiry into the learning processes and political participations of citizens and
the study of local administrative organizations and their linkage to the foundation and to
strengthen democracry revealed that community leaders and people who interested in politics
had gathered and drove the citizen politics in Phathum Thani more than in the past, there were
the establishments of community councils in 51 sub districts out of 64 sub districts (the
establishment in the remaining sub districts will be included in Phatum Thani self-management
movement); there was the commission of Phatum Thani civil society network (Kor Por Jor),
center for the development of citizen politics of the King Prajadhipok’s Institute Phatum Thani
Province, the coordination center of citizen sectors, the political development council of
Phatum Thani Province, the citizen’s school of Phatum Thani Province to strengthen the citizen
politics of Phatum Thani Province.

3. The proper models for the citizen council of Phatum Thani Province should be
the 2-level council, that is, the sub district and provincial level, therefore, there should be 64
citizen councils for 6 4 sub districts and 1 citizen council in the provincial level. The members
of both council should be the d-year term. The authority of the citizen council of Phatum Thani
Province should be categorized into 5 areas 1) the development of citizenship 2) the public
policy 3) the checking of national- and local-politics and being the citizens’ representatives in
suing the public officials 4) supporter of communities strengths and 5) the participation in issues
in the drafted version of the 2559, B.E. constitution which could reflect the strength of citizen
council. On the other aspect, these can be considered improper to be the defined roles of the
civic council of Phatum Thani Province, but there were gaps to be filled in order to drive the
civic council of Phatum Thani Province and made this models for the establishment of civicl

council in other province in the future.

Keywords : Constructing the Model for Civic Council, Democrary, Phatum Thani Province
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