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Toponym in Khmer Folktales: An Eco-critical Discourse Analysis
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Abstract

This article aimed to study the toponym of places in Khmer Folktales:
An Eco-critical Discourse Analysis of Thai version, which was published in 1997 by the
Khmer Cultural Advisory Committee. The eco-critical and Eco-linguistical analysis were
used as framework for analysis and the research was carried out through information on
Khmer folktales, consisting of 6 stories as follows: 1) Crocodile and cart driver 2) Animals
choosing a king 3) Tradition of Accepting a sorcerer and observing auspicious time 4) Birth
of dolphin 5) Tradition of putting flowers, incense, and candles into the dead and 6)
Wild Buffalo and House buffalo. The finding of this research revealed that the toponym
of places in Khmer Folktales reflected relationship among humans and nature and the
environment, which were divided into 2 points, namely, 1) Toponym that was connected
to Nature, mineral, geography water resource, mountains, because humans were a part
of nature, family, community, society, rule of socio-culture; 2) Values of toponym of

places in Khmer folktales.
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(Songsin, 1997, pp. 177-178)
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